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Abstract: On May 3–28, 2025, the Russian-Karakalpak archaeological expedition worked at the 
Burlykala ancient settlement (Sultanuizdag). During works at excavation 1 (10×6 m), a significant 
portion of room I was explored. Judging by the ceramics discovered there, life in this room continued 
from the Ancient Chorasmian period (4th–2nd/1st centuries BC) up to the Afrighid period (4th–6th 
centuries AD). Enlarging excavation 1 by adding a 10×10 m extension on the eastern side allowed 
for the uncovering of the upper layers in room II over a significant area. In the northwestern corner 
of the excavation, a distinct fire layer (Layer 2) was registered at a depth of 0.15 m below the surface. 
In this layer, a tetradrachm of the Greco-Bactrian king Eucratides I (171–145 BC) was discovered.

At excavation 2, research inside the Tower-shaped structure (TSS), due to the discovery of a 2nd–
3rd century AD khoum in situ in the southeastern corner, allowed us to date the construction of the TSS 
to the 3rd century AD. The expansion of excavation 2 by adding extensions to the south and west of the 
TSS allowed for the unification of both excavations, complete uncovering of the Southern Khoumkhona, 
discovery and exploration of the Northern Khoumkhona, and the identification of the eastern wall of 
room II. It was also established that the wall that forms the northern wall of the Southern Khoumkhona 
also serves as an extension of the southern wall of rooms I and II of excavation 1.

Keywords: Ancient Chorasmia, Sultanuizdag, Burlykala, Greco-Bactria, Eucratides I

For citation: Balakhvantsev A.S., Khakimniyazov J.H., Kudaybergenov S.Sh. Alipov R.A., 
Izosimov D.A., Ilyenko N.S. Explorations of the Russian-Karakalpak Expedition at the Burlykala 
in 2025. Vostok (Oriens). 2026. No. 2. Pp. 35–48. DOI: 10.31696/S086919080038387-2

   3  28  2025 . -   -
        

. 1    2    (  1), -
1          

-     ( ) . . ,      -
        .    . . . 

. .  (  )  . . . . .  ( )   . ,  -
       .

2             [   ., 
2025, . 14–23].



37. . , . . , . . , . . , . . , . . 

    -    (  -
,  ).    6    1   5   

.

 1

 1 ( -1)  10×6    -    
        ( . 1–2)3.  

2024 .       ,  .    
   38×38 ,       , -

       .  2024 .    1  
   15     (  2),   – . 

 2025 .        .
        40–50    

       ,    
  ( . 3).         

       .     
         0,9    

 0,4    .         
        I.    ,  

     ,         
,     .

   1       . 
    2024 .      1,  

        ( . 4, 1).   
 2       0,25  ( . 4, 2). 
  2   40        

    4,      -
    0,06  ( . 4, 3–4).

,   ,     
0,25–0,30 ,          
( . 4, 5).  ,         

  I,       .      
-       0,2    -

    ( . 4, 6).         
,     ,   0,11 .  

         
            

( . 4, 7).        .  -
      0,6 ,   

,         ( . 4, 8). 
      ,     ? 

        .    –  
    –  II–III . . .,   –   – -
    (   VII –  VIII .).     

3   ,  2,    .
4   ,           

  . 



38  (ORIENS) 2026  2

17         ,  – -
  (IV–II/I .  . .)        

 -  (II–III .).   5  39    
   ,  –  ,  – II–

III .,   – III–IV . , 27      -
 :  – ,  –  6,  – II–III ., 

 – III–IV .,   –   (IV–VI .).
 ,       -
      ,     –    – 

   I.        1 
   ,    I,     , 

         
     ,    -
  .

    ,       
     I,    . 

      I  -     
   1×0,75 .   40    , 

          , 
        13–15 ,   

   7      .   
 :   « » ( . 6, 1),  -

   ( . 6, 2–3),   ( . 6, 4),  
  ( . 6, 5),       ( . 6, 6), 

    ( . 6, 7),    
 ( . 6, 8). 

         -
   - -  [ , 1967, . 113, . IV, 1, 5, 8, 11, 

23–24]   -  2 [ , 2004, c. 169, . 3/27, . 7].    
  (IV–II/I .  . .). ,    

   II–I .  . .,        .
         1,   - -

    .      I   
   ,    ,    -
   .  ,  -    I 

     III  0,8  ( . 2). 
 III,      I,   -

 . ,   I  III,     , 
      . ,   ,   -

     .    2024 .  
        ,     

      .   ,  

5            ( ),   
   .

6              ( . 5),  -
         .    ( -

    ) [ , 2026]     III –  II .  . .
7      . . . . .  (  ).



39. . , . . , . . , . . , . . , . . 

. 2.  1  2
Fig. 2. Excavations 1 and 2



40  (ORIENS) 2026  2

         ,   -
 .  ,      III     

  ( . 2). 
 ,  ,    I  III    

 ,      -
.     ,   .     

 ,            
.        ,    

,    .    I, 
   ,     (IV–II/I .  

. .)   .
    2024 .  ,   I    

,     II.    ,   
            

   .
 2024 .     II -    1  -

 -         ,  
       [   ., 2025, . 16, 

. 22].     2025 .       
0,2        (  -185,5    ) 

     46×46  ( . 7).    , 
       ,      -

    1        10×10  ( . 2). 
          

,     A, B, C, D.
     5      

       , 
         

   .  -        1  
 0,15   8       (  2)  

  9.          0,04   
    0,15     ,    

 .       ,  
   .         -185    

          -  
 I (171–145 .  . .)10.     (  -195   -

 )      (  -
?)  ( . 8),        

,  ,  - -  [ , 1967, . 143–145, . 57, 
. XVI],      ( . 9). 

   3    –  -    II – -
     1      

 46×46 ,   ,    -
,       ( . 10).  ,   

8   ,   A  C,      0,4    .
9          ,   .
10     -   [ , 1977, . 176, . XXXI, 1],   

 ,   II [Bopearachchi, 1991, p. 217, pl. 22–23].



41. . , . . , . . , . . , . . , . . 

 ,     II .  . .   
        ,   

     .     
     ( . 11). ,   . . , 
    III [ , 2016, . 196].

  C  D        , 
      - .   -
  ,   I  III ( . 2).     

   38×38        .   
  ,   ,      II,    

  ( . 2). 
  C,  ,     II   – ,  

        , -
  .       -175,5  ( ) 

 -174  ( )   ,   –   0,45    -
.       .    
   11,    -
 « » (  –  0,12  0,13 ,  – 0,07 )   ( . 12)12. 

  « »         , -
    II.  ,  ,    

,       .     
    II .  . .      

 IV–II/I .  . .     ,  terminus post 
quem          . 

       [ , , 
1983, . 26–27, 145, . III, 2–5 (   )],    -

  .  ,      -
      ,   

    IV .  . .       -
 1 [ , - , 1963, . 3], -   [ , 

, 1958, . 7, 4], -  [Helms et al., 2001, fig. 17],  -
 -  [ - , 1984, . 21]    -  

[ , 1993, . 4].
   ,    C,     

     ( . 13).    -  
  III–II .  . .   ,    ,  

       , . .    
 .   -     

,  ,   ,      
 .

 -    II (  D)     ,  
     1×0,7 .   B   -

   II  ,     ( . ).  , 
  ,     ,   -

11    –  0,17  0,19 ,    –  0,19  0,23 ,  –  0,15  0,17 , 
 –  0,11  0,12 .

12      in situ,   –      0,17   -
 .      0,65 .



42  (ORIENS) 2026  2

   13 ( . 14).      
(0,19×0,19 )   ,       

 . 0,1 ,    –    .    
  0,15  0,16 .  ,   B     

     ,      
40–42×40–42    ,  3,7×1  ( . 2).

 2

 2  12×12  ( . 2)    2024 .    
     ( ).    

,    18°   .   2024 .    
       ,   

        7,1×7,3 .  -
  – 2,8 .    21    . 

   – . 40×41×11–13  [   ., 2025, . 16]. 
  ,    -99,62 [   ., 2025, . 18]  -

     -234,5    ,   
 ,      ( . 15). 

     ,    , 
     0,3 ,  -  
      ( . 15, 1).    

 (   0,15 )       -
,      ( . 15, 2).     

      3–4  12  ( . 15, 3).  ,    
      ,      

     ,   18 ,  
  ( . 15, 4).           

  5–8 ,          
     ( . 15, 5). ,   ,    

       30–40  
( . 15, 6).   1      ,   

       ( . 15, 7). 
   2025 .  ,       

-         . 
        -

. ,  53   15       
, 7 –   (IV–II/I .  . .), 16 – II–III ., 10 –  

    (IV–VIII .), 5 –  14. 
       ,  

13   ,  ,      ,    
.

14                
 4      [ , 1977, . XVIII].     , /2,   

      ,   , ,  
 [ , 1977, . 58].        40–90/95 .,   

 – 100/105–127 . [Bopearachchi, 2007, p. 50].        
 I –   II . . .



43. . , . . , . . , . . , . . , . . 

    15,      « -
»    16,       .

  in situ  -       II–III .17, -
         ,  
        III .
,   2025 .      ,  -

  1  2,        . 
      -178       ,  
   (46×46  50×50 )         

( . 2).   ,  ,         2,5 -
,      I,    2024 . 

[   ., 2025, . 18].
       -    -168   -

      ,    -
        « ». 

    -  2 [ , 2004, 108, . 3/7, 2]. 
    40 ,    

 – 58 ,   – 23 . ,     ,  
  ,       

 II–III .
         2024 .  118 

[   ., 2025, . 18],      I [  
 ., 2025, . 18, . 28].    [ , 1959, 
. 136],        ( . 16, 1),  -

 74,5 ,   – 43 .     -182,5   .   
     . 

  2       19 
(  II  2),     2024 .   
[   ., 2025, . 18–19, . 28].     ,   

       I,      
46×46 ,             

.          2 -
 85 ,   – 46 .     -232,5   .  

   .    . 
     3  60 ,   – 

46 .     -178    .     
 .    .

    ,    -
    ( . 16, 2),  4  80 ,  

 – 46 .     -199   .  ,  ,  
        , 

15  ,   ,            
     ,     XX .

16        ,     , 
. .   .

17       -254    .
18           ( . 2)    .
19           B  1,    .



44  (ORIENS) 2026  2

     -  I   IV . [ , 
1976, . 53, . 26, 20].

     5  62 ,   – 
43 .     -215    .     -

.  ,  ,       
 II–III .

    ,    
   ( . 16, 3),  6  81 ,   – 44 . 

    -233   .  ,  ,    
 ,       ,  

 II–III .,  – III–IV .   –  .
     7, ,    -

  ( . 16, 4),  II–III . [ , 1959, . 146],  
80 ,   – 42 .     -209,5    .   

      .
     8, ,    -

  ( . 16, 5),  II–III .,  82 ,   – 53 . 
    -227,5   .  ,  ,    

 ,       ,   – II–III .
     9  80 ,   – 

39,5 .     -204,5    .     
.         .

     10  70 ,   – 
46 .     -185,5    .     

.  ,      ,    
 .

  ,     -    , 
    ,    -

   I  II,    1 ( . 2). 
 -      0,1        

 0,5    , ,  ,    
  .         , -

    .    , 
   –       –   II–III ., 

  –  X–XI .
 -    2,     1   

 ,       .  ,   -
     « »,   -
 .   11    -182   ,   –  

 -290 .    45 ,   – 40 .  ,  
, ,   ,     , 

      ,   II–III .  
 – III–IV .

  12    -184   ,   –   -279 . 
        ,   

  ( . 17, 1).       - -  
[ , 1967, . XXXIV, 23].     ,     

        



45. . , . . , . . , . . , . . , . . 

    ,   -   
.

   13  .     -271    
.  ,   , ,     , 
  .

  14    -186   ,   –   -274 .  
         .   

  ,     ( . 17, 2),     
  - -  [ , 1967, . XXXIV, 19].

     15  60 ,   – 
32 .     -279    .    -

.       , ,   
 .        .

 

  ,          [  
 ., 2025, . 21],  ,      , 

  2025 .    1.    I, 
II  III   .   ,   II,   -

   (  ,  20,   -
 ,    - ,   I),  

   . 
   2        

       ,  
  .         

        ,  
      21.

     .   
   2025 .      – III .  

           .  
2025 .  ,    22   

   23.  ,        
      24,       

 .     2, 3, 4  5    
 ,        -

 .       [ , 1976, . 24–26, 
35, . 8; 1987, . 160–161]25.   . . ,    

 II –  III . [ , 1976, . 35; 1987, . 174].

20     IV–I .  . .         
      [ , 2016, . 116].

21            .
22        ,     -  : 31,4×24×3 .
23   15      11     , 3 –     
 1 –   I  1.

24        ,   ,     ,  ,  
          .

25                -
    ,      [   ., 2025, . 21].



46  (ORIENS) 2026  2

,        
 ,         -

 3,5×3,5 .   ,        , 
           
,       [   ., 1985, . 332]26.

  / REFERENCES

 . .         .     
     :    . :  

 , 2026. . 45–46 [Balakhvantsev A.S. Inscriptions on Prokhorovka Phials in Light of New Data. 
The Southern Urals in the Early Iron Age and the Great Migration: Cultural Connections and Interrelations. 
Ufa: UFRC RAS, 2026. Pp. 45–46 (in Russian)].

 . .,  . .,  . .,  . .  -
       2024 .  (Oriens). 2025.  2. 

. 9–23 [Balakhvantsev A.S., Khakimniyazov J.H., Saipov S.T., Vetokhov S.V. Explorations of the Russian-
Karakalpak Expedition on the Ustyurt Plateau and Sultanuizdag in 2024. Vostok (Oriens). 2025. No. 2. 
Pp. 9–23 (in Russian)].

 . . . -  2:      IV–II .  . . .: 
 , 2004. . 93–147 [Bolelov S.B. Ceramics. Kalaly-Gyr 2: A Cult Center in Ancient 

Chorasmia in the 4th–2nd Centuries BC. Moscow: Vostochnaya literatura, 2004. Pp. 93–147 (in Russian)].
 . .   . .: , 1977 [Weinberg B.I. Coins of Ancient 

Chorasmia. Moscow: Nauka, 1977 (in Russian)].
 . .     . -  2:    

  IV–II .  . . .:  , 2004. . 164–187 [Weinberg B.I. Cult 
Ceramics and Works of Art. Kalaly-Gyr 2: A Cult Center in Ancient Chorasmia in the 4th–2nd Centuries BC. 
Moscow: Vostochnaya literatura, 2004. Pp. 164–187 (in Russian)].

 . .    .  .   
. . IV. .: , 1959. . 63–220 [Vorobieva M.G. Pottery of Chorasmia of the Ancient 

Period. Pottery of Chorasmia. Proceedings of the Chorasmian Expedition. Vol. IV. Moscow: Nauka, 1959. 
Pp. 63–220 (in Russian)].

 . . . - -  –     IV .  
. . – IV . . .   . . V. .: , 1967. C. 102–131 [Vorobyova M.G. 

Ceramics. Koy-Krylgan-Kala: A Cultural Monument of Ancient Chorasmia, 4th Century BC – 4th Century 
AD. Proceedings of the Chorasmian Expedition. Vol. V. Moscow: Nauka, 1967. Pp. 102–131 (in Russian)].

 . .       IV .  . . 
– IV . . . (  ). .: - , 2016 [Dvurechenskaya N.D. Terracotta 
Plastics of the Earliest States of Middle Asia of the 4th century B.C. – 4th century A.D. (Archaeological 
Aspect). St. Petersburg: Nestor-Historia, 2016 (in Russian)]. 

-  . .     . - . . 
  . . XIV. .: , 1984. . 21–52 [Lapirov-Skoblo M.S. Construction 

Equipment and Architectural Structures. Toprak-kala. Palace. Proceedings of the Chorasmian Expedition. 
Vol. XIV. Moscow: Nauka, 1984. Pp. 21–52 (in Russian)].

 . .,  . . - .     . .: , 1983 
[Litvinsky B.A., Sedov A.V. Tepai-shah. Culture and Connections of Kushan Bactria. Moscow: Nauka, 
1983 (in Russian)].

26      ,     
  – ,     . - ,     -

  ,  - ,    ,       
[ , 1981, . 55].



47. . , . . , . . , . . , . . , . . 

 . .          . 
   . . . . , . . . : , 

1981. . 50–64 [Manylov Yu.P. New Information on the Funeral Rites of Chorasmia in the First Centuries 
AD. Archaeological Research in Karakalpakstan. Eds. I.K. Kosymbetov, V.N. Yagodin. Tashkent: Fan, 
1981. Pp. 50–64 (in Russian)].

 . .     (I–XIV .). .: , 1976 [Nerazik E.E. Rural Dwelling 
in Chorasmia (1st–14th Centuries). Moscow: Nauka, 1976 (in Russian)].

 . .        .  -
. 1987.  2. . 159–175 [Nerazik E.E. An Archaeological Site in Khorezm Dated to the First Centuries. 

Soviet Archaeology. 1987. No. 2. Pp. 159–175 (in Russian)].
 . .     - .   . 1993.  4. 

. 161–186 [Rapoport Yu.A. Out-of-town Palaces and Temples of Toprak-kala. Journal of Ancient History. 
1993. No. 4. Pp. 161–186 (in Russian)].

 . ., -  . .      -  1 
 1958 .   . . 6. .: , 1963. . 141–156 [Rapoport Yu.A., 

Lapirov-Skoblo M.S. Excavations of the Palace Building at the Settlement Kalaly-gyr 1 in 1958. Materials 
of the Chorasmian Expedition. Issue 6. Moscow: Nauka, 1963. Pp. 141–156 (in Russian)].

 . .,  . .  - .    -
   1949–1953.   . . II. .: -   , 

1958. . 347–366 [Rapoport Yu.A., Trudnovskaya S.A. Settlement of Gyaur-kala. Archaeological and 
Ethnographic Works of the Chorasmian Expedition 1949–1953. Proceedings of the Chorasmian Expedition. 
Vol. II. Moscow: Izd-vo AN SSSR, 1958. Pp. 347–366 (in Russian)].

 . .   . - -  –     IV .  
. . – IV . . .   . . V. .: , 1967. C. 220–226 [Tolstov S.P. Inscriptions 

and Signs. Koy-Krylgan-Kala: A Cultural Monument of Ancient Chorasmia, 4th Century BC – 4th Century 
AD. Proceedings of the Chorasmian Expedition. Vol. V. Moscow: Nauka, 1967. Pp. 220–226 (in Russian)].

 . .   , , ,    . - -
 –     IV .  . . – IV . . .   . 

. V. .: , 1967. C. 132–172 [Trudnovskaya S.A. Products made of metal, bone, stone, glass and other 
materials. Koy-Krylgan-Kala: A Cultural Monument of Ancient Chorasmia, 4th Century BC – 4th Century 
AD. Proceedings of the Chorasmian Expedition. Vol. V. Moscow: Nauka, 1967. Pp. 132–172 (in Russian)].

 . .,  . .,  . . .  .   
   . .: , 1985. . 317–337 [Yagodin V.N., Nikitin A.B., Koshelenko G.A. 

Chorasmia. Archaeology of the USSR. Ancient States of the Caucasus and Central Asia. Moscow: Nauka, 
1985. Pp. 317–337 (in Russian)].

Bopearachchi O. Monnaies Gréco-Bactriennes et Indo-Grecques. Paris: Bibliothèque Nationale, 1991.
Bopearachchi O. Some Observations on the Chronology of the Early Kushans. Res Orientales. 2007. 

Vol. XVII. Pp. 41–52.
Helms S.W., Yagodin V.N., Betts A.V.G., Khozhaniyazov G., Kidd F. Five Seasons of Excavations in the 

Tash-k’irman Oasis of Ancient Chorasmia, 1996–2000. An Interim Report. Iran. 2001. Vol. 39. Pp. 119–144.

   / INFORMATION ABOUT THE AUTHORS

   –  
 ,   

,    
   

 , , .

Archil S. BALAKHVANTSEV, DSc (History), 
Leading Research Fellow, Head of the Center 
for Archeology of Pre-Islamic East, Institute of 
Oriental Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences, 
Moscow, Russia.



48  (ORIENS) 2026  2

   – 
  , , 

   
  

 . , , .

Jolmurza H. KHAKIMNIYAZOV, PhD (History), 
Professor, Head of the Department of Archeology, 
Karakalpak State University named after 
Berdakh, Nukus, Uzbekistan.

   – 
  (PhD)   
,   

  . , 
, .

Salamat Sh. KUDAYBERGENOV, PhD 
(History), Associate Professor, Department of 
Archaeology, Karakalpak State University named 
after Berdakh, Nukus, Uzbekistan.

   – -
,   , 

, .

   – 
  ,  

 , , .

Ruslan A. ALIPOV, Research Assistant, Institute 
of Oriental Studies, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Moscow, Russia.

Denis A. IZOSIMOV, Junior Research Fellow, 
Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Moscow, Russia.

   – -
,   , 

, .

Nikita S. ILYENKO, Research Assistant, 
Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian Academy 
of Sciences, Moscow, Russia.



   . . , . . , . . , 
. . , . . , . . 

. 1. 
Fig. 1. Topoplan


