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Abstract: Tell Dehaila, a large urban settlement in southern Iraq, stood on the right bank 
of a branch of the Euphrates bearing the Akkadian name Susuka, identified in our previous 
publications as the Eridu River. High-resolution aerial photography conducted by the Iraqi-
Russian Multidisciplinary Project in 2024 has shown that the city was situated in a densely 
developed agricultural landscape crossed by numerous irrigation canals. Ubaid clay sickles and 
pottery fragments dating from the Ubaid period to the Neo-Babylonian period indicate this area 
was inhabited from at least the fifth millennium to the middle of the first millennium BCE, when 
the flow of Susuka and other Euphrates branches ceased. The evidence from the surroundings of 
Dehaila complements the results of comparable studies undertaken around Eridu, downstream on 
the Susuka, and around Larsa, upstream on the main alluvium. Irrigation systems established on 
river levees possess a relatively simple geometry, yet the shifting dynamics of river channels create 
a confusing superimposition of waterways belonging to different periods. Hydraulic regulators 
have also been identified in this area. Archaeological sites associated with these regulators 
appear to have played a key role in the functioning of irrigation agriculture. New excavations in 
the South Quarter in September-November 2025 produced cuneiform fragments and diagnostic 
ceramics that securely date Tell Dehaila to the Neo-Babylonian period. This has made it possible 
to redate the “Dehaila assemblage,” previously attributed to the Late Larsa period. Sites in 
the surroundings of Dehaila yielding this assemblage should therefore also be assigned a Neo-
Babylonian date.
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Fig. 1. revasse splay from an early Susuka bed, upon which the urban settlement of Dehaila-1 was built. 
Scale bar length – 1000 m

. 2. -   DES-CM1, 2  3; 
  DES-R1   ES39.    1000 

Fig. 2. Northwest Canals DES-CM1, 2 and 3; regulator (?) DES-R1 and settlement ES39. 
Scale bar length – 1000 m
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. 3.      (  II .  . .)  -   
2 DES-CM2 ( ,  I .  . .).      

  Copernicus DEM GLO-30.    10 
Fig. 3. Northwest Canal 2 DES-CM2 (approx. early 1st millennium BCE) and Tell Khaiber 

on the Ur channel (mid-2nd millennium BCE). Base map adapted from Copernicus DEM GLO-30*1. 
Scale bar length – 10 km

* https://collections.sentinel-hub.com/copernicus-dem/ (  : 03.07.2025).

. 4.   .    1000 
Fig. 4. Protective trench area. Scale bar length – 1000 m
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(  ).  « »     .     

  .    50 
Fig. 5. Tell Nun-5 between the DES-CM4 canal in the west and the early Susuka bed (dark stripes). 

The word “Susuka” marks the recent bed of the river. Small canals pass north of the settlement. 
Scale bar length – 50 m

. 6.  DES-B1   DES-CM7  DES-CM8     
(    5,9 ,  7,9  . . .).      

,   DES-CM8.          
   .    50 

Fig. 6. DES-B1 bridge, DES-CM7 and DES-CM8 canals on a digital elevation model (white – 5.9 m, 
black – 7.9 m AMSL). To the right – several heavily eroded canals running parallel to DES-CM8. 
Numerous small canals branch off from the Susuka riverbed in the lower left corner of the image. 

Scale bar length – 50 m
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Fig. 7. Long canal DES-CM8 and Canal DES-CM9 on an orthophotoplan. Scale bar length – 50 m

. 8.  ES145, ,    (   ). 
           

 .    50 
Fig. 8. Settlement ES145, possibly near a regulator (left of the label). Agricultural land with canals is 

adjacent here to a marsh to the east of it. Scale bar length – 50 m
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Fig. 9. Fort ES163 and regulator DES-R3. Irrigation canals along the western (right downstream) bank of 
the Susuka are clearly visible. Scale bar length – 50 m

. 10.          ES162. 
 –  .    50 

Fig. 10. Network of irrigation canals of different periods south of the settlement ES162. 
To the right – Susuka beds. Scale bar length – 50 m
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