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Abstract: The article discusses some features of the formation of Buddhist associations. It 
is noted that false connotations accompanying some of the terms used in relation to Buddhist 
associations and movements can lead researchers to incorrect conclusions and distorted views 
on the cultural and historical processes in this religion. It is proposed to consider nik ya the least 
specific one, including the largest number of heterogeneous features, the most common of which 
are locally determined as ethnic, class, caste, and political ones. The doctrinal schools (v da) 
appeared in a close connection with the formation of the Buddhist canon and local features that 
served as the basis for various concepts, ideology, religious cults and traditions. The local, ethnic, 
and political factors also played a significant role in the process of separation between individual 
schools, but the main positions were formulated in discussions on philosophical, religious, and 
ritual issues. There are some significant philosophical positions that have been discussed between 
such schools as V ts putr ya, Dharmaguptaka, Therav dins, Lokottarav dins, Bahu rut yas, 
Prajñaptiv dins, Caitikas, Apara ailas, P rva ailas, Sarv stiv dins, and Sautrantiks. It is 
concluded that debates on the religious and philosophical positions became the determining 
basis for distinguishing doctrinal schools (v das) as a type of Buddhist associations. Moreover, 
the discussion itself was a kind of modus vivendi for a doctrinal school. This, in particular, was 
reflected in the fact that the institute of dispute was maintained in Buddhist monasteries. It is noted 
that spiritual authority has always been the defining characteristic of the leader of the school.
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   (  . . , ,    – « », 
. .  – « ») [ , 2004, . 110; , 1990, . 10].  -
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 ”,  “ ”       
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 ,        . 
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  .      , 
         ,     

 « ».   «   » , -
  , : «  ,  , ,    , 

  , –       » ( : Yo vo, nanda, 
may  dhammo ca vinayo ca desito paññatto, so vo mamaccayena satth )... «   , 

,           » ( : 
ka kham no, nanda, sa gho mamaccayena khudd nukhuddak ni sikkh pad ni sam hanatu) 

(Mah parinibb nasutta , Tath gatapacchimav c , 216). [The D gha Nik ya, 1982, p. 159]. 
  ,    ,    -

,     ,   . 
    ,     
  . -    ,     

« »,        ,    
 ,  «  » ( : mah sa g ti),    

   .
 « »   : « ,   “  ”,  -

 ,       » ( : 
pubba gam  bhinnav d  Mah sa g tik rak , tesañ ca anuk re a bhinnav d  bah  ah ) 
[D pava sa, 1879, p. 37].
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       Mah sa g tik rak  (  
«  »),         
Mahasanghika (   «  ») [Bareau, 1955(1), p. 4]. 

            
       .  ,   

 ( .: Lokottarav da, «   ,     ») 
    , ,   ,    

 .        (laukika)  -
,  (lokottara).      
 ,          

. ,       « » – -
       ,    -
 ,      . 

,    ( : Bahussutak , .: Bahu rut ya, « , 
   »)   ,     -

   ,      ( . .: , , 
, ,   ),         

 (laukika)  ,   (lokottara). ,  , 
 « - - »,    .  

,          .
     ,    -

           -
 ,      .   

    prajñapti,         
« ,  »      , 

     ,  ( : tattva).   
    ,     ,     

.  ,     ,   
   (sa v tti),      ,    

 (param rtha).         
,     ,    

,     ,     . 
       « - - ».

   ( : Cetiy , .: Caitika  Caitya aila, « ,   
   »)   caitya - ,     

,  ,    ( .: st pa).      , 
      .    

,   ,          -
  ,    , ,   , 

         ,   
,    ,    , , 

  ,  . 
      ,   ( : 

Aparaselika, .: Apara aila)   (  , ( : Pubbaselika, 
.: P rva aila),         .  -

        . , 
    « »     

« ». 
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 « »  « »    ,    
,          

.   ,    .
  ,         -

,       
  ( .: Phal chen sde pa, Dgedun phal chen):   ( .: 

Tha dad gcig pai sde pa),    ( .: ’Jig rten ’das smrai sde pa),   
   ( .: Bya gag rii sde pa);   ( .: Mang du thos 

pai sde pa);   ( .: Btags pa smra pai sde pa);    
 ( .: Mchod rten pai sde pa),    ( .: Nub kyi ri pai sde 

pa),      ( .: Byang gi  ri pai sde pa) [Khangkar, 1988, 
p. 149].          .

 « » (V, 54)        
: « , , , -  ,   – 

-  –    » ( : “Hemavatik  R jagirik  Siddhatth  
Pubb paraselik  aparo R jagiriko cha h  uppann  apar par ”) [D pava sa, 1879, p. 37].

 «  »     18 .  -
     ,  ,  «  -

  » [The Blue Annals, 1949, p. 27].     
   ,       [The 

Blue Annals, 1949, p. 28].       , 
          [The 

Blue Annals, 1949, p. 29].
 « » (V, 45)  ( )    : 

 ( : Mahi s sak , .: Mah saka)   ( : 
Vajjiputtaka, .: V ts putr ya).

 « » (V, 47)    :  
( : Sabbatthav da, .: Sarv stiv da)   ( : Dhammagutt , .: 
Dharmaguptaka).        

,      ,    [The Blue 
Annals, 1949, p. 28–29].        

 ,      ,    
.       ,   « », 

   « » –  ,     
,          . 

        ,    
      ,  -

     .
          

 .     ,     -
    – .    

    ,       -
  .

       ( .: pudgala),   
   – « ,   » ( : Puggalav da, .: 

Pudgalav da). ,     ,    
    .    ,   « » 
 ,    («  »),  
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 ,  :    ,   ? 
 ,       ,  -
     .        
 .       ,    

,    ?
   ,     ,   

   ,    « - »  « - »,  : 
« , ,   ?  ,   ‘ ’:  -

,       .     
» ( : Katamo ca, bhikkhave, bh rah ro? Puggalo tissa vacan ya . Yv ya  yasm  

eva n mo eva gotto; aya  vuccati, bhikkhave, bh rah ro) (SN III.22(5)22) [Sa yutta-Nikaya, 
1890, p. 25].     :

«    ,
  –  .

  –    ,
   – .

  
    .

  ,
  »

: «Bh r  have pañcakkhandh , 
bh rah ro ca puggalo;
Bh r d na  dukha  loke, 
bh ranikkhepana  sukha ”.
“Nikkhipitv  garu  bh ra , 
añña  bh ra  an diya;
Sam la  ta hamabbuyha,
nicch to parinibbuto”ti» (SN III.22(8)22) [Sa yutta-Nikaya, 1890, p. 26].

          -
    ,    

         ( ).  
  ,       -

 ,      ,   -
   .        
     ,    ,     

         
.

         
        . ,  ,  -

    ,  ,   .   ( .: avaktarya, 
,   )         -
 ( .: sa sk ta),    ( .: asa sk ta) .   

        ,    .  
  ,  ,   ,       ,  . 

,  ,  ,     (prajñapti) 
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    « » (upadana) [Thích, Boin-Webb, 1999, p. 144]. «  
» (upadana-prajñapti)       -

 :  ,     ,       
    (asrayaprajñaptapudgala); - ,    -

       (sa kramaprajñaptapudgala); 
 - ,       (nirodhaprajñaptapudgala) 

[Thích, 1984, p. 9].       
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,       » [ , 2017, . 152]. 
   ( : Dhammagutta, .: Dharmaguptaka) -
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   .       
 ,      « » , -

 « »,       
.         -

   ,     
   ,     -

 .           -
,     .

    ,    
          

   .      ,   
   ,   ,  ,  

.    ( )     ,   -
 ( ).      ,     

,  .  « »    : 
«[  , ]       ? . 

   ,     ,    
,   –   , [ ] , , 

  , , ,   ?» ( : 
Ekacittakkha ik  sabbe dhamm ti? mant . Citte mah pathav  sa h ti, mah samuddo sa h ti, 
sinerupabbatar j  sa h ti, po sa h ti, tejo sa h ti, v yo sa h ti, ti aka havanappatayo 
sa hahant ti?) [Kath vatthu, 1891, p. 620].    . .  ,  «  

          (    
 )» [ , 2016, . 209].    , 
     ,  ,    

   ( ),    ,  -
,          
  ,     ,    . 

  ,  ( : suññata),  ( : animitta), 
  ( : appa ihita), . . «   », – , , 

 .       ,   . 
       .      ,   

 ,   ,   ,  . 
 « »           -

, . .  ,        
 .       , . . 

   ,     « », « »  
  .     : «[  , 

]    - ? .    
 - ?    , ... [     

- ].     - ?   
 , ...     - ? . -   

,  ,   ,    , -
 , ,  ,  ,  ? 
   , ...» ( : Suññat  sa kh rakkhandhapariy pann ti? mant . 

Animitta  sa kh rakkhandhapariy pannanti? Na heva  vattabbe…pe… Appa ihito sa kh rak-
khandhapariy pannoti? Na heva  vattabbe…pe… Suññat  sa kh rakkhandhapariy pann ti? 

mant . Sa kh rakkhandho na anicco na sa khato na pa iccasamuppanno na khayadhammo na 
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vayadhammo na vir gadhammo na nirodhadhammo na vipari madhammoti? Na heva  vattab-
be…pe…) [Kath vatthu, 1891, p. 578].   ,     

 ,     ,      . . .  
,  «         , 

        ,      
   (  ,    , ,     

 )» [ , 2011, . 71]. , ,      -
 ,    ,   : «     

: “  , , ,   ,   ,   
 ,    ”» ( : Nanu vutta  bhagavat  – “suññamida , bhikkhave, 

sa kh r  attena v  attaniyena v t”i).   : «      
 - » ( : Tena hi suññat  sa kh rakkhandhapariy pann ti) [Kath vatthu, 

1891, p. 578].
 – ,       

 , , - ,     .  ( : 
Sabbatthav d , .: Sarv stiv da) –  ,     

      ,     ,  -
 –   ,    ( .: sarva asti – «  ») 

 .     ,      , 
  ,       ( : hetu, .: 

hetu – « , , »)  ,  ( : yutti, .: 
yukti – « , , , »).      -

  ,   II . . .  -
,  «   »,  ,     

,   . ( .: Vaibh ika).    -
      III –  IV . [Willemen et al., 1998, p. 149]. 

        , 
         , 

     .  ,  , -
  ,         

        .    
«  » –  (svabh va),    « -

 » (svalak a a)     (dravya).
 ,        

 ,   ( : Sa kantik , .: Sautr ntika).   
,       –  ( .: D r ntika  

d nta – « »).         
,     , ,   

  ,     « ».   -
     ( . 350–430),  « » (IV–

V . . .). « »        
 ,       .

      ( )  
 ( )       ( ).  

 «  »     ,  
      ,   ,    

      ( , ).    
,       -    
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,      .  , 
    ,    ,   

      .     « », -
 ,    « » (b ja) – « » , -

 ,    ,   « »     
,  .       -

 .
      ( .: 

M lasarv stiv da – «  »)      -
  . ,     II . . .   

.   ,       
,  ,     .   -

,     . ,      
( , « - - - - ») , 

 «        ,  -
  ,     » [The Blue Annals, 1949, 

p. 32].         (« -
- - ») [The Blue Annals, 1949, p. 31].    ,   

« »: “Sattarasa bhinnav d  eko v do abhinnako, sabbev’ a h rasa honti ’bhinnav dena 
te saha. Nigrodho va mah rukkho therav d nam uttamo an nam anadhikañ c’ eva kevala  ji-
nas sana , ka ak  viya rukkhamhi nibbatt  v dasesak ”. – «   [ ] 

   ;      – .  -
  ,  – ,    ,  

, [ ]   ,    – ,  
 » [D pava sa, 1879, p. 37].    ,    

( ).             
 ,         , -

       .   (   
)     -    . 

     ,    
  ,     . , ,   

  ,    .  -  
      ,    – . 

         , 
    , ,    .

 ,      v da     
      -  ,  

(    -  )    ,    -
  -  , -   ,    

  .     «  »    -
      ,   .   

    ,   ,   
 « ». . , ,       -

,            
        [Bareau, 1955(2), p. 42–43]. 

 ,        . 
 ,   ,       -
,  ,      ,   
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   modus vivendi   . ,  -
,        .  

          
    (v da),   ,    
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